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will nat enter in bnt stands in 
the door and will not allow others 
to enter. Thin is what the luke- 
warm Christian does. He is the 
epistle that the world reads. 

Open the door and let the Sav- 
ior in, and then yon will be a 
hot Christian, an earnest Cnris- 
tiiin, a Gospel Christian. 


£. L TODER, - Managing Editor. 
H. a. B0LS1NGER, Corresponding Ed. 
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Neither Cold nor Hot. 

The church of the Laodiceaus 
rap reroute the last state of Cbria- 
ianity: the period ot lue Church's 
existence preceding the comiug 
of Christ the second time into 
the world. 

That period is now at hand. 
Sardis and Philadelphia are now 
past, and we are at Laodicoa. 

The Laodicean Christians are 
self-sufficient. They have the 
everlasting riches and raiineut to 
meet every want, keen menial 
vision and all the happiness there 
is. They ask lor nothing in tho 
attitude and spirit of the peni- 
tent seeker ol the manifold grace 
of God. Contentment with the 
situation -in which they dwell, 
tills all liuuru, and there is noth- 
ing further to be secured. Tuh 
is the manner in which the Lho- 
dicuan Christian viewn himself. 

But the Lord looks at him 
differently. lie does not behold 
that neriect form of godliueas, 
that real riches, the enduring 
clothing, the complete vision, 
and the entire happiness. Lie 
reeoguizos hint as poor, and 
naked, and blind, miserable and 
wretched. 

Ask the representative Chris- 
tian ot eighteen hundred aud 
eighty-five what hu lacks in spir- 
itual things, aud he will tell you, 
nothing. Ask hi in whether he 
is rich in spiritual po-i -sessions, 
and he will answer you, yes. Ask 
lnui whether he sets the humil- 
ity, simplicity, candor, honesty, 
piety, meekness, mercy in hi, 
own conduct that should he man- 
ifested by the true follower ol 
the Lord Jesus, and he will an- 
swer, yes. Contentment with 
his work tills his heart ; aud eer- 
ily he balievoth hu laokotb noth- 
ing. 

This condition of being nei- 
ther cold nor hot is one which 
the Lord hules, and he threatens 
to spew that character out ot 
his mouth. 

It is important now that the 
proteasing Christian examine 
himself in the lixht furnished by 
the Gospel, and see whether he 
is not lukewarm. 

It is h most dangerous condi- 
tion to be in. There is a jrrcat 
work to be done, und so long as 
we stand in its presence aud are 
not hot, we hinder others Irom 
stepping in the place that is 
occupied, and doing the work 
the Master would have done. If 
you will ttOt bo hot, then be cold. 
Go to the reur, and God will 
have more mercy upon you, and 
you will learn the benefits of 
spiritual heat and come again 
aud be made hot— alive in good 
works, zeal and. love. But if yon 
remain in the lukewarm condi- 


T ove Feasts. 
The season of the year is now 
at hand when many churches 
hold their annnal love feasts. 
This troth is impressed npon us 
by the announcements of such 
occasions in oar colams. 

The term is a beautiful one, 
and the service, to fill the design 
of its institutors, ought to be a 
beautiful service. It is not in 
any sense meant to be a service 
for the stomach, although tood 
is taken, but a service of the 
heart. The institution was an- 
ciently made a means of 
strengthening those bonds which 
bound together those engaged 
in the common work of right 
eousness known as Christianity ; 
and so long as those institions 
were observed with the humil 
ity and simplicity that charac- 
terized them in the apostolic 
age, the Church needed nothing 
more to bind it together. Uut 
when the time of the falling 
away came that was predicted 
by the holy Paul, mysterious 
ceremonies and wonderful creeds 
were required to keep the pro- 
fessors together and maintain 
the integrity of tho church. 

Now brethren we are called 
from (treed*. We have aban- 
doned the dark and hidden 
things of dishonesty, aud stand 
aloof from that which is not the 
gospel of Christ. Wo have un- 
dertaken to be bo unit to one 
another aud to Christ by love, 
and unless we cultivate that di- 
vine art and have tho Spirit of 
God upou us, we must fail aud 
come short of (he great glory 
anil peacable fruit that belongs 
to those who are a portion of 
the church of the first born and 
of the general assembly. 

We can only grow in grace 
by exorcising ourselves in the 
works of grace ; and to do this 
we must study and exercise to 
gain the mastery over ourselves, 
that we may be able to direct 
our powers in a channel that 
leads to divine and spiritual 
works. 

N'nv as these feasts come due, 
and we here aud there engage 
in them, let it bo done with that 
high and overflowing love which 
rises above all that is sordid, vul- 
gar and mean. May the soul be 
purified, which can be done by 
obeying the truth ; and as a seat 
is taken at the table, and the 
bread is eaten and the wine 
drank, to commemorate the 
death of the Sou, sacrificed for 
us, may we remember that the 
death shadow is fast coming up- 
on us, and that the sleep in Je- 
sus will soon commence. Our 
fathers Are there now resting 
from their labors. 

May the Lord give the grace 
that will enable all to continue in 
love aud good works, that a 
page of sacred deeds may be re- 
corded for each in heaven, and 
every name be embellished with 
the drapery of immortality. 


Semi- Editorial. 

OUR GREAT WANT. 

When I was a boy we used to 
discuss the question, By which 


can a man gain the more infor- 
mation, by reading, or by trav- 
eling? Both are prolific means 
of gathering information ; but I 
am learning something by trav- 
eling that I would not ao soon 
have found ont unless some one 
elte would have traveled and 
giveu an account of his observa- 
tions, as I now propose to do 
for the instruction of others, 
and the good of the Cause. 

It would be easy to say that 
the "harvest truly is great, but 
the laborers are few," aud that 
would exactly tell the truth , pro- 
viding it were printed in bold- 
face capital letters. But it has 
been told so of ton in those words. 
that they fail to move os with 
the force of the tacts as we find 
them. I wish I could command 
language which would impress 
the matter to every member ot 
the Brethren church as I feel it 
now. I have lately been on a 
visit to Henry county, Ind., and 
am now in Delaware county. At 
the former place a church could 
be organized of from ten to fif- 
teen members, which would be 
largely increased if well minister 
ed to. Here at Eaton, are twenty- 
two members in an unorganized 
state, live and zealous and ea- 
ger for the work, but without a 
leader or a pastor. Brother Sum- 
mers held a protracted meet- 
ing here in tho tore part ot this 
summer, and baptized fourteen, 
and others would unite with us 
if we had a pastor aud regular 
meetings. And so we find it all 
over this broad land, from Phil- 
adelphia to Ssu Francisco. The 
demand of tho church is for 
ministers; good ministers, in- 
dustrious and efficient. Such a 
man could utart right in here, 
aud be supported, in a moder- 
ate way, from the heginuing. 
We would have no fears what- 
ever of the result. As it is, 
theie members cannot prosper. 
After their first zeal, some ot 
them will go to other churches, 
unless they have a shepherd to 
watch over them, aud feed them. 
Aud there are many such places 
in this State, and in other states. 
And what is there being done 
toward supplying them? Sim- 
ply untiling! There is not a 
young brother now attending 
Ashland College, to my knowl- 
edge, with a view to preparing 
for the ministry. And I have 
not known of any call being 
made to any to do so; in fact, 
brethren, I think we are entirely 
too indifferent ; almost conserva- 
tive. We need a revival. If 
that earthquake of brother 
Beer's j s of the progressive kind 
I pray it muy come thundering 
along over the great American 
Desert, aud the western prairies, 
down to the Alleghenies and 
over the Atlantic states, with- 
out the loss of any of its shak- 
ing up power. 

We ought to have, at least, 
twenty-live young men prepar- 
ing tor the ministry. Churches 
should be looking up suitable 
brethren and sending them to 
College for that purpose. If 
they need financial aid, it should 
be furnished them forthwith. It 
is the Master's work, and we 
should be engaged in it. Per- 
haps you are afraid that Con- 
servatives would use such amove 
against us. Then let them use 
it. They are welcome to all tbe 
advantage that would accrue to 
them by such a course. The peo- 
ple want an efficient ministry, 
aod know it cannot be bad with- 
out training. Besides, Conserva- 


tives are only trying to play a 
game on ns. They talk against 
an educated ministry, to divert 
their opponents, and are send- 
ing their sons to college, an,d 
when educated elect them to the 
ministry as rapidly as possible. 
We appeal to our young breth- 
ren to give themselves to this 
work. Come to the help of the 
Lord's cause. It is a grand and 
glorious mission to be engaged 
in rescuing the perishing. And 
there is a better day coming for 
Brethren ministers. The people 
are learning to understand the 
Gospel creed ; that no man goeth 
to a warfare at his own charges ; 
that those who preach the Gos- 
pel are to live by the Gospel ; 
and those who minister to them 
in spiritual things are worthy of 
partaking with them in their 
temporal blessings. Besides, 
such great acbievments as are 
set before the ministry, are wor- 
thy of some denial. 

And then, brethren and sisters 
will not you do something in 
the work ? you who have passed 
the seedtime of life; the time 
of preparing for special duties, 
here is an opening tor yon to 
accomplish a great work for 
Christ, If you cannot enter 
the eerivce in person, you may 
engage and equip a substitute, 
who will become a valuable em- 
bsBBador for Christ. 

I do hope we will make a 
beginning in this directiou at 
once. Brethren have been 
asking for a convention. Some 
wuut a national convention, aud 
others favor State conventions. 
Well, if we can't soon get some 
other good work started np, I 
think we had better have con- 
ventions. Something must be 
done or we will go to sleep, and 
that with our necks lying on the 
rail. We need a general mission- 
ary society, aod then auxiliary 
societies thereto; we need sys- 
tematic methods of collections 
and donations to the wants of 
the church, aud its benevolent 
and beneficiary measures. All 
these may be Bet afoot through 
the congregations, if the proper 
zeal were felt. It is high time 
that a beginning were made in 
bo good a work. ' Who will take 
the inaugural steps? But let 
ns not get too many irons in the 
fire at once. Let us, first of all, 
get tbe work of the ministry 
started up. "How shall they 
hear without a preacher ?" just 
so. "Aud how shall they preach 
except they be sent?" And that 
is bo too. Then let us atteud to 
the sending. Who will donate 
a scholarship to any young man 
who is willing to prepare for the 
ministry ? And who will pay 
his boarding during bis studies ? 
And who is willing to be sent? 
All please speak at once. Bon't 
be afraid of making too much 
noise. We can stand a great 
deal in this way, I do hope to 
have Borne response. 

I eee I have hurt Balsbaugh's 
feelings by my reference to dis- 
similarity of Elders Say lor and 
Moses Miller. And be embraces 
the opportunity thus afforded to 
accuso me of misdirected wor- 
ship and admiration, and sev- 
eral articles in Evangelist and 
at least on in tbe Messenger, has 
referred to the great error "dei- 
fying intellect." We do not 
mean to enthrone intellect; we 
only aim to dethrone ignorance 
and superstition, tbat God him- 
self may be all in all." 

BaJibaugh may bave bis dis- 
torted views regarding the rela- 


tive abilities of the two pillars 
referred to. If be chooses to 
rest upon such an uneven foun- 
dation, we shall not enter any 
farther protest. 

We do not worship the intel- 
lect, but we do worship the true 
God through tbe intellect as did 
Paul. "Bo then, with the mind 
I myself serve the law of God; 
bnt with the flesh the law of sin." 
Rom. 7 : 25. We discern between 
truth and error by intellectual 
accuteness. We prove all things 
upon the Gospel balances held 
np by mental discrimination. In 
the hands of idiocy or ignorance 
even they will prove nothing, or 
its equivalent — everything; for 
tbe unlearned and unstable, 
wrest the Scriptures to their owu 
destruction. Ignorance is dark- 
ness, and darkness is of the dev- 
il. Knowledge is light, and light 
is of God, for God is light. Ig- 
norance is the mother of super- 
stition, and superstition begets 
idolatry. Intelligence has no 
deities, no false Gods, and con- 
sequently no idolatry , and hence 
need only to be shown tbe "bet- 
ter way," when it is ready to 
walk upon it. It will not be re- 
quired first to enter upon a cam- 
paign of destruction of the rel- 
ics of its former religion. Ig- 
norance ie itself a religion. It 
competes with God for a dura- 
tion. It elevates its own creatures 
upon the altar of sacrifice. Wit- 
ness Aaron's calf, the traditionB 
of the Jews, and the decisions 
of Annual Meeting. 

Intelligence needs only to be 
sanctified by divine grace, when 
it becomes the handmaiden of 
Christianity. Ignorance can 
neither belp Christianity nor 
sympathize with it. It is diamet- 
rically opposed to it, and must 
bo annihilated, and the place it 
had occupied thoroughly reno- 
vated, before it will be occupied 
by the forerunner of the Chris- 
tian religion— intelligence. God 
has caused the ass to bray at a 
proper time to give warning to 
him who opposed his will, but 
be still remained an ass; but 
Saul was a chosen vessel unto 
the Lord. 

Christianity consists of an 
understanding ot, and obedience 
to the truth which the Gospel 
reveals. The trntb sanctifies 
only when it is obeyed. "Ye 
have purified your souls in 
obeying the truth through the 
spirit." Many an ignorant ha- 
rangue is eagerly taken down 
by the superstitious multitude, 
feeding their own self righteous- 
ness, and grieving the Spirit 
that lilts been drawing them and 
warning them against self and 
its idolatry. The cburcb 
would more readily take up the 
truths which Christianity pro- 
claims, if she had more intelli- 
gence. Ignorance hinders the 
Word as it does eyery other 
good influence. 

We hardly think BalBbangh 
will champion ignorance unless 
it will be to support bis religion 
and his Iriends. Some men will 
do much tor self-exaltation. 
Christianity teach en Belf- sacri- 
ficing. Tn which may God gra- 
ciously assist ub. 

H. R. Holsinobr 


Never does a man portray bis 
own character more vividly than 
in his manner ot portraying an- 
other's. 

We do love beauty at first 
eight, and we do cease to love it 
if it is not accompanied by ami- 
Able qualities. 


